Themes of Keeping the Passover:  The Wine
If you want to be turning to Heb 9, that’s where we’ll start.
As we know, all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and the penalty for that sin is death (Rom. 3:23, 6:23).  We are told in Leviticus 17 that it is blood that makes atonement for the soul.  (Lev. 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul), and in Hebrews 10:4 that it’s not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  Instead, Christ came as our eternal High Priest to make this atonement for us.
Have someone read Heb. 9:12-15, 22  Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God…22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission
That word translated “remission” means freedom, pardon, forgiveness, or liberty.  As our kinsman-redeemer, Christ purchased us with His blood, freeing us from the debt we owed and from our bondage to sin.  He paid the price for our sins, and transferred ownership of us from Satan/the world to the God family.  

If you want to go to I Peter 1, and someone else can turn to Revelation 5…

Have someone read  I Pet. 1:15, 18-19  But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct…knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish and without spot

As our Passover Lamb, only Christ was qualified to make this sacrifice.  This redemption out of sin makes possible our eternal salvation, and opens the door for our future roles in the kingdom.

Have someone read:  Rev. 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for you were slain, and have redeemed them to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation. And have made them kings and priests [or a kingdom of priests] to our God; and they shall reign on the earth’ 

We had to be redeemed with blood, because death is the penalty of sin, and only the death of someone who had not sinned could pay that price.  While this forgiveness is a gift of grace, God does require us to turn from our old ways and walk in His paths to stay in covenant with Him.  John tells us that if we walk in the light, the blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse us from all sin, and that if we confess our sins He is faithful to forgive our sins and cleanse us from unrighteousness (I John 1:7, 9).

While the wine as a symbol of Christ’s shed blood covering our sins is probably the biggest thing we focus on at Passover, there’s another analogy that’s been at the forefront of my mind this Passover season.  I’ve been going through the Passover and spring/summer holy days as picturing the betrothal and marriage of Christ to His bride.  In the ancient Hebrew customs, after the bride is chosen and accepts, they come together for a betrothal ceremony, which includes sharing a cup of wine to seal the covenant, called the cup of acceptance.  The bridegroom then pays the price set by her father, gives the bride herself gifts, and leaves to prepare a place for them in his father’s household, returning later to claim his bride.  

Christ paid the ultimate price for His bride by shedding His blood and giving His life for her, it says, “that He might sanctify and cleanse her…[and] present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27), and sent the holy spirit as a gift to sustain His bride while He was away.  For me this has added a little bit of extra meaning to Christ’s words in the Passover service, because after He tells them to drink of the cup, He also says He won’t drink of this until that day when He drinks it new with us in the kingdom—the tradition was that the bride and groom would share a second cup of wine at the marriage ceremony to reaffirm the commitment.  When we drink the wine at the Passover, we not only reaffirming the commitment we made at conversion and baptism and commemorating Christ’s sacrifice blotting out our sins, but also symbolizing the betrothal of Christ and his bride, and looking forward to the marriage supper to take place upon His return.

We’ll go to Matt 26:27-29 to finish this section.  “Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. For this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins [Luke it just says “for you”].”
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Extras

Ex.  12:21-51  Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Pick out and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin
Rom. 5:8-9  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
I Cor. 10:16  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?...21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of  the table of demons
I Cor. 11:25-27  In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
Eph. 1:7  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace…11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will
John 6:53-54  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat this flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day

I was listening to a message recently and found something they said interesting.  He was talking about blood covenants, and said that way way back, blood covenants were actually entered into by two people drinking a small amount of each other’s blood.  So when Jesus said in John 6 that they could not enter into salvation/eternal life without drinking His blood, that's what they had trouble with—in fact, even his disciples grumbled. It’s not that they thought He meant literally drinking His blood, but they understood that He was saying they had to enter into covenant with Him, which was a claim of divinity.  And that’s what they had trouble with.

